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In the aftermath of the General Conference Session last year, many were left 
licking their wounds from the disappointment over the defeated vote to allow 
women to be ordained to pastoral ministry. Others breathed a sigh of relief, 
content in the belief that disaster had been averted and that unity and uniformity 
are synonymous concepts. Still others shook their heads wondering what all the 
fuss was about. 
 
Long before the multitude converged in San Antonio, it had been obvious that the 
church lacked a coherent theology of ordination. Attempts to hammer out a 
consensus merely seemed to polarize the proponents into their respective 
viewpoints. As the debate unfolded, it was abundantly clear that while many 
arguments were couched in biblical rhetoric, much of the discussion was heavily 
influenced by deeply entrenched cultural and social norms on both sides of the 
argument. 
 
Rather than adjusting cultural biases to fit biblical principle many interpreted 
biblical counsel to fit their cultural preferences. Central to the discussion were 
conflicting understandings of the roles God created men and women to occupy. 
The debate revealed that not only did we lack a clear position on ordination, but 
we also lacked a clear theology of masculinity and femininity. 
 
The task of defining Christian masculinity is far more difficult than we might at 
first believe because the Bible does not offer us a "job description" for masculinity. 
It is plainly evident that as early as the first chapter of Genesis, the Bible 
emphasizes a distinction between the genders. The Word states, “So God created 
man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He 
created them.” God built into us gender distinctions that go way beyond the 
anatomical, and include, emotional, physiological, chemical and psychological 
differences. Neuroscientific discoveries have clearly demonstrated that male and 
female brains are wired differently, giving scientific credence to many long-held 
stereotypical beliefs about the genders. 
 
The fact that God is particular that gender distinctions are maintained is 
highlighted by an often-misused Bible text. Deuteronomy 22:5 states, “A woman 
shall not wear anything that pertains to a man, nor shall a man put on a woman's 
garment, for all who do so are an abomination to the Lord your God.” A superficial 
reading of the text has led to ridiculous arguments about women wearing 
trousers in church. However, historical evidence indicates that Moses (who wore no 
trousers) was addressing the issue of transvestism that was common in pagan 
worship and fertility rituals. The abomination was men acting like women and vice-
verse, challenging the gender nuances that God instituted at creation. 
 
While we must always recognize and appreciate that wide variations in 
personality, gifts and abilities exist across the genders, it is also self-evident that 
we are endowed with gender-determined strengths and capacities. It is by design 



that women give birth and produce milk, while men possess nipples that serve 
little purpose. It was not by accident that it was men who were commanded, 
“Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your families, your 
sons and your daughters, your wives and your homes” (Nehemiah 4:14). What 
would we think of a man who sent his wife to investigate a suspicious noise in the 
house in the middle of the night? Paul also recognized gender differences when he 
counselled men, “each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and 
the wife must respect her husband” (Ephesians 5:33).  
 
Paul’s words are not intended to indicate that men do not need love or that 
women do not need respect. However, his emphasis recognizes that men and 
women have different primary drives for affection and recognition. Of course, we 
must make adaptations to fit specific circumstances, but God made us different for 
a reason. Eve was given to Adam as a “helpmate” to complement him. As 
Evangelist E E Cleveland put it, “God gave Eve to Adam so that Adam would have 
the sense He didn't give him.” God created Adam and Eve different, but equal. 
 
The reality is that we live in a society in which gender distinctions are falling like a 
stack of dominoes against the backdrop of gender equality and political 
correctness. The LGBTIQ lobby has aggressively claimed ground traditionally 
occupied by those who espouse a traditional Christian heritage. Dissenting voices 
are increasingly silenced by charges of bigotry and homophobia. The legalization of 
same-sex marriages has been a significant “game-changer” which has opened the 
floodgate to a slue of challenges to biblical values, further blurring the landscape 
of authentic masculinity. While seeking to create a society in which men and 
women operate on a level playing field in all walks of life, liberal socialism has 
also sought to eradicate the concept of masculinity as an irrelevant social 
construct. 
 
On the opposite end of the scale, traditional values fuelled by the media has 
played a significant role in defining masculinity in terms of winning, risk-taking, 
violence, dominance, sexual prowess, self-reliance, primacy of work, power over 
women, and the pursuit of status. The continuing popularity of James Bond movies 
attest to the enduring appeal of an ‘alpha male’ among both genders. 
 
Unfortunately, some in the church have bought into this secular concept of 
masculinity. However, they have coated it with a religious veneer by misapplying 
biblical passages about submission and headship in order to justify abuse and 
discrimination. Yet Paul counsels us, “do not be conformed to this world” (Romans 
12:2). The Message Bible renders the same text, “Don't become so well–adjusted to 
your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. 
 
Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll be changed from the inside out. 
Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the 
culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God 
brings the best out of you, develops well–formed maturity in you.” Trying to define 
what constitutes biblical masculinity is a little like trying to nail a jelly to a wall. 
We have to be careful not to prescribe a “one size fits all” masculinity for the 
simple reason that no such thing exists. Even Jesus in His perfection, provides a 
limited model for masculinity in that He was never a husband or a father, and we 



are told very little about His working life. Jesus came primarily to “seek and to 
save” (Luke 19:10), not to initiate men into manhood. Whatever it is, biblical 
masculinity arises out of an unswerving commitment to remain true to God’s word 
and is modelled on the character of the man Christ Jesus. Unfortunately, a 
historically inaccurate portrayal of who Jesus is, has resulted in mass rejection of 
both Him and the church. 
 
Typically the name of Jesus conjures up stereotyped images of a wimpy hippy-type 
guy, with long flowing hair, white frock and sandals, who would be more 
comfortable at a tree-hugging convention than a football match. In his book Why 
Men Hate Going To Church, David Murrow argues that most men in Western society 
see church as an activity for women, children and non-masculine men. He posits 
that, “The ideology of masculinity has replaced Christianity as the true religion of 
men.” 
 
In spite of the macho front men often present, it would be a great mistake to 
assume that they do not crave emotional connection, warmth, honesty, openness 
and authenticity. Many are genuinely interested in spirituality, meaning and 
purpose and are asking deep questions. They want to know how to become better 
husbands and fathers. They want to know how to deal with complex emotions. 
However, men are highly sensitive to anything that calls their masculinity into 
question and unfortunately, the way we tend to practice our faith does just that.  
 
Rather than provide the practical challenges; motivational messages; social 
activities; and sense of purpose that men tend to crave, we ask men to hold hands 
to pray, hug their neighbours, sing love songs to Jesus and express their emotions 
publicly. Nineteenth century evangelist Charles Spurgeon challenged the tendency 
feminize the church when he said, “There has got abroad a notion, somehow, that 
if you become a Christian you must sink your manliness and turn milksop”. On the 
contrary, the call to surrender to Christ is a call to a life of courage and integrity, 
not passive conformity. Gentle Jesus meek and mild may appeal to some, but men 
generally men prefer the Jesus who turns over tables; tells it like it is to the 
Pharisees; defends the damsel in distress; challenges the status quo and 
sends demons packing with their tail between their legs. 
 
The same Jesus who said, “turn the other cheek” (Matthew 5:39) is the 
same warrior Jesus who will return to wage war on His enemies with fire in 
His eyes (see Revelation 19:11). The choice of which Jesus we will serve is 
not an “either/or”, it is a “both/and.” In seeking to make Christianity more 
appealing to men we must avoid substituting one stereotyped view of an 
insipid Jesus with another version who is an adventure-seeking, iron-pumping, 
back-slapping, “one of the lads.” Jesus is the prime example of what it means to 
be a real man who is fully in touch with his emotions and yet remain fully 
masculine. 
 
Western Christianity has overemphasized the traits of Jesus’ character that are 
normally associate with femininity, while giving insufficient attention to those that 
demonstrate masculinity. However, our primary goal must not be to magnify the 
masculine traits of Jesus, but to emphasize His character. As men are transformed 
into His image they are empowered to live out His ideals in a manner consistent 



with their manhood. The true virtues of masculinity cannot be socially engineered. 
The values that we often associate with masculinity, like courage, honour, 
integrity, determination, and protectiveness, are all outgrowths of character 
transformation through a living connection with God. 
 
There is no time in the history of the church when the demonstration of Christian 
manhood is more important. We live in a society where most boys and young men 
are educated by women at primary and secondary levels. In the church, men are 
vastly outnumbered and often to shy away from leadership responsibilities. 
Sabbath School teachers and Pathfinder leaders tend to be female. Add to 
that the fact that many boys in our communities and in the church, are raised 
(admirably) by single mothers and that in many homes where fathers are physically 
present, they are MIA (missing in action) when it comes to the mentoring of their 
sons. All these factors contribute to a lack of young men being trained by older 
men to be men and to become disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We desperately need men who are committed to Jesus Christ, dedicated to their 
families and God-honouring labour, to step up to the challenge issued by Paul to, 
“guide the young men to live disciplined lives. But mostly, show them all this by 
doing it yourself, incorruptible in your teaching, your words solid and sane” (Titus 
2:6-8 The Message Bible). 


