Discipling our Children: God’s Dreams

Sermon #1

Key Texts: 

Joel 2:28, Malachi 4:5,6 Matthew 28:18-20, 

Purpose: 

To awaken God’s people to His vision for His last day kids.

Introduction: 

When is the last time you looked into the faces of your children or the children in your church and thought about what God sees… when he looks into their future? The children you see laughing, crying by themselves, running across the lawn and yelling at the top of their lungs…are the kids God planned before time began to live now! God dreamed that these kids would be part of a last-day, global movement to prepare people to meet Jesus in the clouds. 
Message:

I. God has a Dream

A. God uses young people as witnesses for Him.

1. Joel 2:28-32

a.God will pour out His Spirit on young people.

b.God pictures a Spirit led partnership between the young and the old.

c.This Spirit led partnership between the young and the old will result in a revival in which unforeseen numbers will be won to Jesus before He returns.

      2. God has never seen a child’s age as a barrier of what He can do 

                            through His young followers.

a.Samuel- Met God in his own bedroom, received a special message from God for adults, and faithfully shared the message ( 2 Samuel 3).

b.Little lad with the barley loaves and fish- Willing to give something special to partner with God at a critical need 

(John 6:5-13).

c.Paul’s Nephew- Risked his life to save his uncle’s life

(Acts 22: 12-22).

B. God wants to knit the hearts of families together. 

1. Malachi 4:5,6

a. As the last book, last chapter, and last verses of the Old Testament, this is God’s heart cry to His people.

b. God promises to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers.

c. God will strike the land with a curse if the family’s hearts are 

not turned towards each other.

*
Illustration (Story of a busy dad) - Tim was busy and working hard as a contractor. God convicted him that he was too busy for His family. Tim cut back his hours to have time to play with his children and lead the family in worship. His two boys have followed his lead and are now making sure that the family meets together for worship!

II. We have a problem.

A. Valugenesis II results compared with Valugeneis I results shows us that although 96% of kids see themselves as religious the following is true:


1. Bible reading is down by 10% (to 29%)


2. EGW reading is down 50% (to 6%)


3. 21% have daily family worship


4. 50% still think they have to work for their salvation.

Source: Bailey Gillespie 2002
B. Our children are worried about Christ’s return.

67% of Adventist youth, “tended to agree” and “definitely agreed” with the statement that, “I am worried about not being ready for Christ’s return.”

Source: Gillepsie, Bailey, Mchael Donahue, Ed Boyattt, and Barry Gane. Valugenesis Ten Years Later A Study of Two Generations, 2004.
C. We need to disciple our children not just baptize them.

Willie Oliver, Director of Family Ministries for the Adventist Church in North America says, “ We need to invest more time, effort and energy discipling children in the church… Maybe  we’ve done more baptizing than discipling… We need to emphasize discipleship rather than just becoming members.”

Source: Adventist News Network
III.    God calls us to be disciple makers. 

A. Matthew 28:18-20


1.God’s command is for us to make disciples.


2.Discipleship is to be the very core of what we are and what we do as 

Christians.

3. Our outlay of time, talents, and treasure should reveal that making authentic disciples of Jesus Christ is our highest priority.


B. Challenge: Choose to partner with God in fulfilling His dreams before He 


     returns to disciple children to Jesus Christ.

Conclusion:
God has His kids everywhere: kids whose hearts long to get off the sidelines and into the final game. God knows kids who already know Him and who are praying that they will somehow make a difference in their world for Jesus. Satan knows these kids as well. Oh, how he longs to have them be in his final army. Satan laughs at churches that are so caught up with busy, good things that they neglect to disciple the throng of little ones whose hearts are now most susceptible to Jesus. Satan hopes you and I will wait just a little longer. That is all he needs. 

The kids in your church family can have a daily, personal relationship with Jesus. They can be filled with the Holy Spirit. Kids can have a real place to serve.  Kids can lead kids to Christ. Kids can be the hands, feet, and heart of Jesus down your street and in your community. 
Awake! Now is the time to lift up God’s children. We have but a small window in time.

Discipleship Begins at Home

Sermon #2
Key Texts: 

Deuteronomy 6:4-7

Purpose:
To call parents to see themselves as the primary disciple-makers of their children.

Introduction: 
Have you ever watched children playing “Simon Says”? What happens when “Simon” says one thing but does another? It is easier for children to follow what “Simon” does rather than what he says. In homes across the land there are children watching their parents and doing what they do. There are little boys and girls learning how to tie their shoelaces just like mom and dad tie theirs. There are teenagers learning how to drive just like mom and dad drive. Think about a time when you have seen a child follow someone else. 

Every morning little children begin their day patterning their life after their parents. The question is:  Will they only learn things that help them function in society or will they be mentored to know Jesus? 

  I.
The Deuteronomy Model is God’s Vision for the Discipleship of Children.


(Read Deut. 6:4-7)


A.
Parents need to be disciples of Jesus first!



1.
Love the Lord with…




-
all your heart




-
all your soul




-
all your strength



2.
Keep these commandments…




-
in your heart.


B.
Impress God’s call to love Him on your children.



1.
Talk about Jesus when you sit at home

-
Meal time is prime time to listen to our children…and then to teach them.




-
Family worship at the end of the day.





*
A few minutes to sing, read God’s Word, share & 





pray.



2.
Talk about Jesus when you walk along the road




-
Think about your commute time.  Don’t waste it!



3.
Talk about Jesus when you lie down.

-
Putting your kids to bed is a great time to share together and to pray.



4.
Talk about Jesus when you get up.




-
Set the tone for the day by focusing your child on Jesus.

I. God is Calling for all Fathers to Return to Their True Roles

(Read Ephesians 6:4

A. Do not exasperate your children.

· Affirm them

· Play with them

· Hug them…Be affectionate

· Be patient

B. Bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

· When a dad takes time to love his kids, the kids will take the time to listen to what he has to say about Jesus.

Conclusion

I. God’s model for discipling children happens in the home.   But how are parents to know how to disciple their children?  Many parents today never were intentionally discipled themselves, other than being taken to church.  And what about children whose parents choose not to be involved?

II. In a few weeks our church will offer a small group experience called “Footprints in the Sand”.  It is open to parents, grandparents and anyone else who would like to grow as a disciple of Jesus and as a disciple-maker of children.

III. Ask God to lead you to your role in seeing that children are discipled to Jesus in our home and in our church.

A Window in Time

Sermon 3
Matthew 19:13-15

Mark 10:13-16

Luke 18:15-17

Key Text:  Matthew 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17

Purpose:


To invite our congregation to make the discipleship of our children our priority.

Introduction:

George Barna wrote the book “Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions”.  Barna is known for his heart-challenging research concerning beliefs, habits and trends in American Christianity.  Some of his recent finding are a wake-up call for Christians today to rethink their investment in children.  He writes:

“By the age of nine, most of the moral and spiritual foundations of a child are in place…It also appears that by the time the child has reached this age, it is much more difficult to change an existing view than to form a new view.”  P. 58

“…by the age of 13, your spiritual identity is largely set in place.”  P. 34

Truly, our greatest window of opportunity to disciple a person happens from birth to age 13!  The implications for church ministry and mission are obvious.  We must rethink where we are investing our greatest resources.

Jesus gave us a valuable insight about His priorities the day He almost missed seeing the children.  Jesus was just plain busy on that day.  Everyone anywhere near Him could see it.  Jesus was preaching sermons that made people scratch their chins, open their hearts and change their ways.  

Jesus was healing people:  sick Sadducees, paralytic Pharisees and a host of the blind, deaf and dumb.  Jesus was busy.

Jesus was having conversations with people, people who could help the cause.  

As the sun arched its way across the day, the disciples did what disciples do – they brought people to Jesus.   Over the course of their ministry they had specialized in bringing people of great consequence:  Nicodemus, the president of the synagogue, priests of high standing.   That very afternoon they would be proud to bring the rich young ruler to Jesus.  So… they were prepared to handle the small group who surged towards Jesus…with no invitation.

There running towards Jesus were a bunch of running, jumping, skipping, yelling kids followed by several out-of-breath but sparkly-eyed young mothers.

The disciples looked over their shoulders at Jesus.  He was busy, very busy.  “Stop!” They demanded.  “Jesus is busy, can’t you see.  Jesus is too busy for kids!”

Just how busy are we?  Are we too busy to bring kids to Jesus?

Jesus’ response to His disciples calls us to act on the priority of discipling our children.

Message:

Jesus’ response to His disciples has four simple, profound points:

I. First, Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me”

A. Jesus is disturbed, angry even, when people stand in the way of kids coming to Him.

Mk. 10:14 states that when Jesus saw what the disciples did, “he was indignant.”

B. Jesus did not suggest to His disciples that they might consider allowing the kids to have a few minutes with Him.  He called His disciples to immediate action when He said, “Let the little children come to Me.”

· The Greek meaning for “let” is “to permit”.

· We need to allow, permit and INVITE kids to come to Jesus!

II. Second, Jesus said, “Do not hinder them”

A. The Greek word for “hinder” is “koluo”.  It means “restrain, withhold, forbid”.

B. There are two implications for us:

#1
Do not do those actions that discourage kids from coming to Jesus.

· Talking to each other or about each other in a way that makes kids shy away from the God we say we serve.

· Pushing kids to Jesus, rather than drawing them to Jesus.

#2
Second implication:  Do not neglect to do those things that would encourage kids from coming to Jesus.

· Being too busy to volunteer to make a difference in the life of a child.

· Being so overscheduled that you can not be a spiritual mentor to your own child.

· There is no time to listen to your child’s questions.

· No time to lead them in your home to the heart of worship.

· No time to personally disciple our kids to Christ.

· Mike testimony:  Mike’s 7 year-old son Justin was kicked in the head by a horse.  Justin was flown in by helicopter to the best hospital in the area.  Hours later he died.

In the shock and grief of the following days, Mike thought of the thousands of memories he had of his son.  Mike thought of the sacrifices he had made in his work, losing sleep, giving up personal time…all to invest time with his son.  He thought of all the time he had set aside to play with Justin, to answer his endless questions and to tell him about Jesus.

This dad, with tears streaming down his face, was honest when he testified at Justin’s funeral about his investment as a daddy and said, 

“I have no regrets!”

III. Third, Jesus said, “The kingdom of Heaven belongs to such as these.”

A. Heaven belongs to kids!


*
Last night as I tucked Jessica into bed, she sang me a song:

“Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world.  Red and yellow, black and white, all are PERSONS in His sight.  Jesus loves the little children of the world.”

· Last week one of my little Baptist friends came up to me after morning worship at COOL Camp:  “When are you going to do a Bible study with us again?”

“What do you want to study?”  I asked her.  “How to be a missionary!” she said.

That afternoon she had five kids lined up waiting to study the Bible!

IV. Fourth,  Jesus personally blessed the children.

A.
Mark 10:16 adds to the picture:  “And He took the children in His arms, put His hands on them and blessed them.”

B. Children need to receive the blessing of their parents.

· In Old Testament times children looked forward to being blessed by their father.

· Try blessing the children in your home.  

(1) Place your hand on their head or shoulder.

(2) Affirm them as a person.

(3) Tell them that you love them.

(4) Claim a Bible promise on their behalf.  

(5) Example:  “Chadd, you are a special part of this family.  I love you with all my heart.  

I claim James 1:5 for your life:  “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault and it will be given to him.”

You are facing final exams this week.  May God bless you with wisdom and understanding.  Most of all, may God bless your friendship with Him.”

Challenge

I. Find a way to personally invest in discipling the children of our church:

#1
Be a friend who prays

#2
Take time to invest in children in your Sabbath Schools, Pathfinders and church school.

#3
Be a part of “Footprints in the Sand” and then take a child through “Footprints for Kids”.  (See Power Point on K.I.D. website.)

· We have a window in time to reach our youth.

· There is no time like childhood to learn to trust Jesus.

II. People come in a delightful kaleidoscope of colors, shapes and sizes.   It is the youngest of us that have a special radiance all their own.  Kids are beautiful people too!

God has a passion to win the heart of every child everywhere.  God calls parents, teachers, pastors and church families to refocus.   People are most open to being discipled to Jesus when they are children.  Kids find it easier to listen, learn, laugh and to fall in love with their Friend and Savior Jesus.  They are eager to share this Friend with others.

Consider the children of our church as representing an incredible opportunity, a window in time. 

Kids Can be Disciples Too!

Sermon 4
Sermon written by Don MacLafferty

PURPOSE:        
To invite the church family to catch the vision to disciple children to Jesus and to empower each one to use their God-given gifts in worship, ministry and mission NOW!

INTRODUCTION

I. Two fishing nets whistled through the air and whispered as they lightly landed in the water.  Pete and Andy were commercial fisherman.  They knew their business.  They were secure and successful. Most of all, on this particular morning, they were busy.

It might have been an early Monday morning or a busy Friday afternoon.  We don’t know.  What we do know is this…it was when Pete and Andy were in the midst of business as usual that Jesus walked into their world.

Jesus looked at them and said, “Come, follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  

Matthew 4:20 bears this report, “At once they left their nets and followed Him.”

II. What about you this morning.  Are you here to experience business as usual?  Or are you hungry to experience more with the One some call Lord?

This morning you are invited to open your heart to discover a seven-phase strategy to grow as a disciple of Jesus.  This is a strategy we will be pursuing to disciple our kids.  If you dare to believe God’s dreams you can choose today to be an active part of God’s final mission.  It is a mission that unites young and old for a task that man thinks is impossible.

For years God has been laying a spiritual foundation for the children of our church through the ministries of scores of dedicated teens and adults in                       ,                                                                                    

                             ,                           ,  and                            . (List your active children’s ministries here such as:  Sabbath Schools, Church School, Pathfinders, Adventurers and Vacation Bible School.)  These ministries provide a spiritual foundation that has prepared the way for the vision to disciple children.

MESSAGE
A SEVEN STEP STRATEGY TO GROW CHILDREN AS DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST

(Instructions:  Set up a table on the platform.  Place seven gift-wrapped boxes on the table that are open on the bottom.  These boxes will sit on top of items that will symbolize each step of the discipleship strategy.  As you are ready to share each step, invite a child volunteer to lift up the box for that step and hold the item up for the audience to see.  Then place the item in front of the box where it is easily visible by the audience and describe each step as follows:)

Step #1
Build Your Relationship with Jesus

                        (Heart)



Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me…”  Lk. 18:16

· Build a friendship with Jesus.

· Accept Jesus as your personal Savior.

· Begin to grow daily with Jesus through prayer and Bible study.

· I just talked with a girl in elementary school who has her own quiet time with Jesus.

Step #2
Invite Jesus to be the Lord of Your Life
                        (Crown)

When Potiphar’s wife tempted Joseph, Joseph said, “How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?”  Gen. 39:9

· Crown Jesus the King of your time, talent and treasure.

· Invite Jesus to grow your character.

· Tony is one of the top basketball players at his public school.  He is funny and fast on the court.  He lives, eats, and breathes basketball.  On Friday night games –Tony is gone.  Tony chooses His Sabbath time with God over his favorite game.  Jesus is Lord!

Step #3
Know the Truth of Jesus


(Bible)

The apostle Paul wrote to Timothy:  “and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”  2 Tim. 3:15

· Discover how to understand the Bible for yourself.

· Understand how each Biblical doctrine impacts your relationship with Jesus.

· Make a life long commitment to order your life by these truths through the grace of Christ.

Step # 4
Discover Jesus’ Vision for You!

                        (Hammer, Brush, etc.)

Paul encouraged Timothy to “fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you…” 2 Tim 1:6

· Identify your spiritual gifts, talents and passion for ministry.

· Discover God’s unique vision for how you will share Jesus in your world.

· Immediately begin to use your gifts according to Gods’ vision for you.

· Jake, Jenna and Jason  help to operate a puppet ministry.  They know they have a role in their church family.

Step #5
Share Jesus with Your Friends



(Candle)

“Now bands from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife.  She said to her mistress, “If only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria!  He would cure him of his leprosy.”  2 Kings 5:3

· Learn how to make friends for Jesus.

· Lead your friends to choose Jesus.

· Begin to teach your friends the life saving truths of Gold’s Word.

· During Blind Camp, the campers were invited to go on Make A Difference Missions.   The kids were excited!   The kids were led into a beautiful assisted living center where they could make friends with the residents.   The face of one boy stands out in my memory.  He asked if he could sing.  With his sightless eyes lifted to the ceiling, he sang with great excitement of the day coming soon when Jesus would come again…and he would see his mother for the first time!  The heart of the owner was deeply moved.  Jesus had broken through to her heart through the joyful witness of a child!

Step #6
Learn to Lead Like Jesus
                        (Megaphone)

Mordecai challenged Esther with these stirring words:  “And who knows but that you have come to a royal position for such a time as this?”  Esther 4:14

· Discover how to be a Spirit led leader NOW.

· Invite at least one other person to join you in accomplishing God’s vision for you.

· The vanload of kids and their youth director had been praying for Divine Appointments with people along the road…but MOTORCYCLE GANGS????   As they pulled up to about thirty guys on motorcycles, one of the girls in the van led the kids over to the gang.  She asked the leader if they could sing for the group.   The leader could not refuse!   Soon this girl was leading the whole bunch in prayer!!

Step #7
Become a Friend Like Jesus



                        (Big shoes, little shoes)

“And Saul’s son Jonathan went to David at Horesh and helped him find strength in God.”  I Sam. 23:16

· Become a spiritual mentor to a younger friend.

· The high school girl and preteen were crying one night at summer camp:

· They wanted to be ready to meet Jesus.

· They wanted to help their friends get ready to meet Jesus.

· The older girl was a powerful influence in the life of the younger girl!

CONCLUSION

I. Becoming a disciple of Jesus is an intentional journey we may choose to take when the Holy Spirit creates a hunger in our heart for something deeper than just being a believer in the pew.

II. What can you do?

(Have handouts of just the seven steps to disciple children – in the hands of the congregation.  Give them room to write in their thoughts after each step.)

A. Review the seven steps to disciple children.  Ask Jesus to reveal to you any area of your discipleship journey that may be a blessing.  Circle that area and begin to pray for the Lord to grow you in that area.

B. Ask Gold how you might use your gifts and talents to bring disciples to Jesus before he returns.  Offer God your heart, your time, your resources and see what He will do through you.

III. God’s Dreams

Jesus challenges us:  “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and o f the son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  Matt. 28:19, 20

2. The time is ripe to seize the day for God:

To BE a live disciple of Jesus



&

To become a disciple-maker of every child in our church.

IV. The Challenge:

This afternoon you are invited to an overview of Footprints in the Sand.  This afternoon, parents, leaders and all potential mentors are invited to come and for an informative and encouraging time together.  Come and learn how you can be a part of the Kids In Discipleship journey with the children of your home and church.

The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.  MATT 9:37-38.

