Appendix 5: How to Respond to a Domestic Abuse Disclosure

Person makes disclosure that they or someone else is a victim of domestic abuse

If person is a survivor of
historical abuse, listen and
support them. Ask if they want
to report it to the police.
Support them to do so. Offer to
refer them to national/local
support services.

Is the person currently No
experiencing abuse?

Yes
Does the victim or perpetrator No Is anyone in immediate
have or work with children? danger?
Yes Yes No
Explain that you need to refer Say you:;e Continue to
this to the District Safeguarding cc:lr:c_e:.rnef or support them
Officer who will decide whether et 5: e and offer to
to contact the Local Authority ::t - refer to a DA
(LA) Children’s Services. Seek ‘:ontact support
survivor's consent X organisation
the police.
Yes No
With consent, assist them with Consent Withheld
reporting the abuse to police. ¢
Explain you need to refer them to the Yes c::;agg:;::%l:;: rdn;?:?cl;n
LA Adult (Safeguarding) Services. about whether to report?
No
Say you need to report the situation to Yes
the police — and the LA Adult Is any other person at risk?
(Safeguarding) Services, if appropriate.
No

You must respect their wishes. They know they can return to you for support.
You can offer to refer them to local/national support services.

All incidents of current or alleged historic abuse involving someone within the life of the
Church should be reported to the District Safeguarding Officer. Victim's name should
remain confidential unless they give consent or there is immediate risk to life/children
are involved.



