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Family Ministry: A
Divine Imperative

On October 8, 1919, the General Conference Committee created the
Home Commission, which in practical terms established Family Ministry
as an official ministry of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. In just over
Upcoming Events
two years time, we celebrate the centennial of the inauguration of this
essential ministry. However, it would be a failure of understanding to
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conclude that family ministry was an invention of the 20th century.
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Family ministry is a biblical mandate. From the moment that God put
Adam to sleep and drew from his side the rib that became his life
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companion, Eve, family ministry was established. The responsibility of
passing on our spiritual heritage has always rested with the family
because the family is the primary agency that God has put in place to
transmit His values from one generation to another. God decreed,
“These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your
hearts. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk
of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you
rise up" (Deuteronomy 6:4-7).
The mandate stresses the importance of parents’ task of spiritually educating their children. Ellen
White reiterated this thought when she wrote, “Our work for Christ is to begin with the family, in the
home . . . There is no missionary field more important than this” (The Adventist Home, 35). The role
of the church is to support families with this divine imperative. Christian market researcher George
Barna has conducted extensive research, which indicates that the vast majority of parents who
regularly attend church do not read the Bible regularly with their children at home or engage in any
form of family worship. One of the primary reasons he cites is that they don't know how. Yet once
again we are counselled that, “The family is a church, over which the parents preside (Child
Guidance, 478).” Barna asserts, “We cannot legitimately pawn off our kids on a church and expect it
to do the job we as parents have been given by God. However, we can partner with the church to
compensate for our own areas of developmental weakness or inability” (Transforming Children into
Spiritual Champions, 75). The agencies of the church, (Sabbath School, Pathfinders, Christian
Schools, etc.), were never to designed to usurp the parents’ responsibility of spiritually educating
their children, but to supplement it. This is where family and children’s ministries come into the
own. We also need to bear in mind that the dichotomy that we make between children’s ministries
and family ministries are false distinctions because children’s ministry is family ministry. To
paraphrase a popular saying we used to use in literature evangelism training, “You take the child by
the hand, you take the parent by the heart.”
Family ministry operates as a linchpin that facilitates the effective operation of practically every
other ministry of the church, because whatever we experience, whether in the areas of health;
challenges with our children; stewardship of our resources; education; disability, etc; all are
experienced within the context of the family. Even our expression of worship and our evangelistic
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endeavours begin within the family. Steven Covey’s famous quote captured the vital importance of
family ministry when he stated, “I am convinced that if we as a society work diligently in every other
area of life and neglect the family, it would be analogous to straightening deck chairs on the
Titanic” (The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Families, 2).
If there were any lingering doubts about the crucial
importance of family ministry, the Enemy's relentless attack
upon the family provides convincing additional evidence. We
must confront the sobering truth that, “It is Satan’s studied
effort to pervert the marriage institution” . . . “he seeks to
destroy the happiness of the family. He knows that the spirit
governing in the home will be brought into the church
(Patriarchs & Prophets, 338; The Upward Look, 136). In light
of these realities, I must confess that it is a constant source
of frustration to me that in spite of all the inspired authority and solid research for its effectiveness,
family ministry remains somewhat of a ‘Cinderella’ department in the church – poor and neglected,
yet with potential for great things.
If we accept the premise of the adage coined by Chuck Colson, “As goes the family, so goes the
church”, then it stands to reason that we should muster our spiritual energies and material resources
to bolster the family units that comprise the church. I wholeheartedly concur with the founder of
Faith at Home Ministries, Mark Holmen, who believes that we should not just have churches with
family ministries, but rather, churches of family ministries. In other words, ministry to and with
families should permeate all that we do. If we accept the validity of the inspired counsel and the
research findings quoted above, then will need to modify the way we do church and how we allocate
our resources. If we believe the counsel that “no work entrusted to human beings involves greater or
more far-reaching results than does the work of fathers and mothers,” (The Adventist Home, 182),
then we as a church must be proactive in empowering families to take back the responsibility of
passing on healthy spiritual values and practices to their children.
We must be intentional about educating family members to relate in healthy ways because the
relational dynamics we cultivate in the home will impact the way we relate outside the home. Daniel
Goleman, psychologist and author of Emotional Intelligence writes, “Family life is our first school for
emotional learning. In this intimate cauldron we learn how to feel about ourselves and how others
will react to our feelings; how to think about these feelings and what choices we have in reacting;
how to read and express hopes and fears.” We may know the Bible from cover to cover, but it is
relational skills that allow us to follow Jesus example. We are told that, “Christ’s method alone will
give true success in reaching the people. The Saviour mingled among men as one who desired their
good. He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won their confidence. Then
He bade them, follow me” (Ministry of Healing, 143). As long as the family remains the foundation
unit of the church we will need family ministry. While it may not be practical for every church or
group to have a family ministry department, every ‘church’ should have a ministry to families. As
Covey concludes, “We begin life in a family, we end life in a family. From beginning to the end, it's
family” (The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Families, 2).

FAMILY WORSHIP APP
This app provides family
worship ideas that are fun,
easy, and inspirational for
the entire family
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Click on the link to download the Family Ministry
Planbook at http://family.adventist.org/familyministry-planbook.html
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Click on the link to your welcome packs at http://resourcesforlife.eu/shop/

“Our children need to be immersed in giving back to God, not only money but also their time and
every aspect of their lives.” Pastor Todd Frias, SEC Stewardship Director
Contact your local treasurer or the SEC Stewardship Department for supplies
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Useful Links
AdventSource www.adventsource.org/
Association of Christian
Counsellors - www.accuk.org/
Barna Research www.barna.org/
Care for the Family www.careforthefamily.org.uk/
Family & Parenting Institute www.familyandparenting.org/
Family Friendly Church Trust www.familyfriendlychurches.
org.uk/NewSite/ffc.php
Focus on the Family
www.family.org
In Discipleship www.indiscipleship.org
Prepare Enrich www.prepare-enrich.co.uk/
Through the Roof (Disability
outreach) www.throughtheroof.org
Women’s Aid www.womensaid.org.uk/

Recommended Reading
Fearless Parenting. Conscientious parents
who long to bring their children up as good
Christians and good citizens face an uphill
battle. In a culture of rampant narcissism and
moral anarchy, righteous living isn't easy and it
isn't popular. In this hopeful book, worldrenowned researcher George Barna and
nationally respected counselor Jimmy Myers
offer parents a plan of action to raise healthy,
godly children in a morally bankrupt culture.

The Good News About Marriage. Christian
researcher, Shanti Feldhahn argues that
divorce is not the biggest threat to
marriage. Discouragement is. You’ve
probably heard the grim facts: Half of all
marriages end in divorce. The divorce rate
inside the church is the same as outside.
Most marriages are just holding on. But
what if these “facts” are actually myths?
Church + Home: The Proven Formula for
Building Lifelong Faith. In this practical guide,
Mark Holmen shows how pastors and church
leaders can help reestablish the home as the
primary place where faith is nurtured. Holmen
provides the tools you need to revolutionise
your approach to family ministry. Discover how
to build a bridge between your church's
programs and your members' homes!
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